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ENGLISH ORIENTATION 

The Perfect Camping Trip 

By Anita N. Amin 

One Saturday evening, Bella and her friend Mia went camping. Mosquitoes snapped at 

them in the dewy air. Tall pine trees rustled in the soft wind and sprinkled down pine 

needles. “It’s like camping in the woods,” Mia said. They were in Bella’s back yard. “Let’s 

pitch our tent.” Bella flung a sheet over two drooping branches on side-by-side trees. It 

was perfect! They laughed and crawled under the sheet. But the wind grew stronger. The 

sheet flapped over and off the tree. They tried again, but the sheet wouldn’t stay. “Hmm,” 

Mia said. “Let’s roast marshmallows instead.” They hunted for sticks and broken pieces of 

bark. They made a pile on the ground, poking long sticks through their marshmallows. It 

was perfect! Bella ran inside to ask Mom to start the campfire. But Mom said, “No, we 

can’t start a campfire in our back yard. You or someone else could get hurt. Just pretend. 

Or you can use the microwave.” They pretended but it wasn’t the same. And their 

marshmallows got dirt all over them. “Hmm,” Bella said. “Let’s sit and look at the stars 

instead.” But when they looked up, Bella saw a black sky without any glowing stars. The 

moon was hazy and striped with tentacle-like clouds. “The sky looks spooky,” Mia said. “It 

does look spooky,” Bella smiled. They told each other spooky ghost stories. It was perfect!                                                                      

                                              

  

Then, Bella felt a drop. And another. And another. Bella and Mia raced inside out of the 

rain. Their camping trip was ruined! Bella frowned. Or was it? She remembered they could 

make s’mores in the microwave! Bella and Mia devoured their graham cracker, 

chocolate, and marshmallow s’more sandwiches. Who knew s’mores could be so good 

without ashes and smoke? Mom pulled two sleeping bags into Bella’s bedroom. Bella and 

Mia snuggled deep down in them, staring up at the glowing sticker stars on Bella’s 

bedroom ceiling. “This is the best camping trip ever,” Mia said. “Let’s do it again next 

weekend!” Bella smiled. “It was perfect! 

COMPREHENSION TEST:  After you have read the text, answer the following questions: 

1. In the story, where do Bella and Mia go camping?  

a. on Bella's grandparents' farm  

b. in Mia's bedroom  

c. in Bella's backyard  

d. in the woods  
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2. Describe three things that go wrong during Bella and Mia's camping adventure. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_ _________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________  

3. What reason does Mom give for not starting the campfire?  

a. It's too windy.  

b. It's going to start raining.  

c. There is no firewood.  

d. Someone could get hurt.  

 

4. In the story, how do the girls make their s'mores?  

a. over a campfire  

b. in the microwave  

c. using marshmallow spread  

d. they don't make s'mores  

 

5. Read this sentence from the story:  

“The moon was hazy and striped with tentacle-like clouds.”  

Which of the following words best describes the tone, or mood, of this sentence?  

a. mysterious  

b. confusing  

c. playful  

d. ordinary 

 

6. Match each vocabulary word from the article with the correct phrase. 

1. drooping _______                         a.  set up; put into position 

2. mosquitoes _______                     b.  falling forward; hanging down limply  

3. pitch _______                                c.  ate very quickly because 

4. needles _______                           d.  powdery dust left behind from a fire 

5. spooky _______                             e. tiny insects that leave behind itchy bumps on the skin  

6. rustled _______                              f.  slender, pointed leaves of a pine tree  

7.  ashes_______                               g. scary; ghostly 

8.  devoured _______                       h. crackled like leaves on a tree of hunger  

7. In the story, “The Perfect Camping Trip,” Bella and Mia's camping adventure doesn't 

turn out the way they planned, but by the end of the story, they find ways to make it fun 

anyway.  

7.1 Write about a time something didn't go the way you planned.  

7.2 How were you able to make the best out of the situation? 

7.3 Did you find a way to have fun anyway?  
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7.1____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

7.2____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

7.3____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LANGUAGE IN CONTEXT:  

1. Arrange the bold printed words in the text in alphabetical order: 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

2. “I’m” is a contraction (short form) for I am. 

       Find the contractions in the reading for  

2.1.1 let us _______________________________ 

2.1.2 it is _________________________________ 

2.1.3 was not ______________________________ 

2.1.4 cannot ______________________________ 

2.1.5 would not ____________________________ 

2.2 Write the contractions (short forms) for: 

2.2.1 he is - ______________________________ 

2.2.2 they are - ___________________________ 

2.2.3 will not - ____________________________ 

2.2.4 that is - _____________________________ 

2.2.5 there is - ____________________________ 
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LANGUAGE STRUCTURES AND -CONVENTIONS 

3. Many and Much 

Do you remember COUNTABLE AND UNCOUNTABLE nouns? 

3.1 Countable nouns are things we can count and these words have plural forms.  We 

use MANY with countable nouns.   

e.g. one mouse, many mice or one apple, many apples.  The girl had many 

dresses. 

3.2 Uncountable nouns are things that do not have plural forms and we cannot count 

them.  We use  

              MUCH with uncountable nouns. 

       e.g. love, hate, fun, anger, sugar, water, sand, etc. He puts too much sugar in his 

tea.   

       I have much love for my brother.  EXCEPT WITH MONEY!!  Bill Gates has much 

money in the bank. 

 

3.3 Fill in much or many 

3.3.1 How __________________sugar shall I buy? 

3.3.2 The farmers have _____________________sheep. 

3.3.3 He does not sell _______________________butter. 

3.3.4 Mary has ______________________dolls. 

3.3.5 There is not __________________water in the dam. 

3.3.6 I can see ______________________birds among the trees. 

3.3.7 I did not have _____________________ work to do. 

3.3.8 How ______________________money did you make at the bazaar? 

3.3.9 The teacher gave us ________________work to do. 

3.3.10 We had __________________assignments for NS. 

3.3.11 I don’t get ___________pocket money and I don’t have _________________ toys, 

but I don’t care ______________, because I know there is _____________ love and 

__________happiness in our home. 

3.3.12 We had a huge party for my brother.  We sent out ___________________invitations.  

We bought ______________balloons and ________________candles.  There were 

_____________guests at the party and they all had ______________ fun. 
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4. FAMILY 

 

Find the hidden answers to complete the sentences below in the letter block. 

 

W A C U N C L E B C D F 

N I N M L K J H O I H G 

O P F Q G R A U N T S T 

A B C E R S S S Y Z X U 

E G I B A I C B D G K L 

M G R A N D F A T H E R 

O Q N P D R S N U X Y E 

Z V I X M B T D N G H T 

J K S L O A N S D F G S 

H J U K T L E Z X C V I 

B R O T H E R K M N B S 

A S C D E F A G H J K L 

L K J G R D P S A Q W E 

4.1 My uncle’s son is my cousin. 

4.2 My mother and father are my ________________________. 

4.3 My father is my mother’s ___________________________. 

4.4 My father’s son is my _______________________________. 

4.5 My father’s brother is my ____________________________. 

4.6 My father’s sister is my ____________________________. 

4.7 My father’s daughter is my ___________________________. 

4.8 My father’s father is my _____________________________. 

4.9 My mother’s mother is my ____________________________________. 

4.10 My mother is my father’s _________________________. 

4.11 My aunt’s daughter is my _________________________. 

5. JOINING WORDS:  Use the words in brackets to combine the sentences: 

e.g.  Some moulds are poisonous.  Some moulds can harm your body (and) 

         Some moulds are poisonous and can harm your body. 

 
5.1 Bella went camping.  Her friend, Mia, went camping.  (and)  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5.2 They tried again.  The sheet wouldn’t stay. (but) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5.3 The moon was hazy.  The moon was striped. (and) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5.4 You could get hurt.  Someone else could get hurt. (or) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. 

 

 

 

 

 


