
     Read the passage and answer the questions that follow:   

     Eyes that shine in the night 

Why do some animals’ eyes shine in the night? 

Have you ever gone out on a dark night and found two bright yellow or green eyes staring at 

you?  They probably belonged to a cat, dog, owl or raccoon.  They could also have belonged 

to other night hunters such as a bear, a wolf or an alligator, but there may not be any bears, 

wolves or alligators where you live. 

Why do all these animals’ eyes seem to glow in the dark?  It is because they have a special 

mirror at the back of their eyes.  This mirror sends back the light which comes into the eyes.  It 

not only makes their eyes shine, but it also helps the animals to see better in the dark.  This 

‘mirror’ helps them at night when they are searching for food. 

This passage is about animals 

a) that can see a long way 

b) that can’t see at night 

c) whose eyes shine at night 

Can you remember?  

1. At night some cat’s eyes look 

a) red                                     b)  yellow                                    c)  white 

1. Whose eyes do not shine at night? 

a)  bears’                               b)  people’s                                 c)  it does not say 

2. Some animals’ eyes shine at night because their eyes have 

a)  stars                                 b)  mirrors                                   c)  tiny jewels 

3. What does the mirror do? 

a)  It keeps the light              b)  it sends back the light            c)  it sparkles 
 in the eye                              which comes into the eye 
 

4. The mirror also helps these animals 

a) to see better                     b)  to hear better                          c)  to smell better 

Put the sentences in the correct order. 

____________    1.    But there may not be any bears, wolves or alligators where you live. 

____________    2.    Have you ever gone out on a dark night…? 

____________    3.    Why do all these animals’ eyes seem to glow in the dark? 

____________    4.    …it helps the animals to see better in the dark. 

Match the words with their meanings. 

_____    1.    staring                                   a)    shine 

_____    2.    probably                                b)    looking for, hunting for 

_____    3.    glow                                      c)    not usual 

_____    4.    special                                  d)    looking at     

_____    5.    searching                              e)    most likely 



 


